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Ismailia meeting.

Syria's
Deputy -oreign mnister was ebullient;
over the "evidence of the impasse" he said
had developed as a result of the Ismailia
meeting.

President Asad, who has been unable so
far to persuade any of the moderate Arab
heads of state to side with him in opposing
Sadat's moves, probably hopes for a
stalemate in the Egyptian-Israeli talks
that would vindicate Syrian o sition.

the Syrian media continue their harsh
editorial attacks on the "traitor" Sadat,
with one leading newspaper contending
that Sadat is likely to continue the talks
with Begin simply to hide the lack of
progress.

Palestinian Reaction
Following the Syrian lead, the Palestine

Liheration Organization has continued its
criticism of the talks despite Sadat's
insistence on further Israeli concessions
regarding the Palestinians and the West
Bank. On 26 December the PLO Execu-
tive Committee issued a statement charac-
terizing the Begin-Sadat statements as a
betrayal of the rights of the Palestinian
people.

)uring a visit to Yugoslavia the next
day., PLO chief Yasir Arafat criticized
alleged attempts to impose a US-Israeli
sulution on the area. As he has in the past,
however, Arafat avoided personal attacks
on Sadat himself, suggesting that he is still
keeping tenuous lines open to the
Egyptians.

At the same time, the Palestinians are
raising the specter of further military or
terrorist operations should the PLO be
ignored in any settlement. They also
continue to warn West Bank Palestinians
against cooperating with Egyptian or
Israeli negotiators. The PLO's official
news agency has indicated that the killing
of a West Bank Palestinian on 26
December had been ordered because he
had collaborated with Israeli officials.
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